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1 . WITH A MONTH AND A HALF TO GO BEFORE THE INDEPENDENCE 
OF ANGOLA IT SEEMS A GOOD TIME TO NOTE THE TEMPERATURE 
AND ATTITUDES PREVALENT IN ITS CAPITAL CITY - LUANDA. 

2. THE PORTUGESE WHO REMAIN HERE AT THIS TIME (AND 
SEVERAL THOUSAND LEAVE DAILY) SEEM TO BE IN A STATE OE 
MANIC-DEPRESSIVE TRAUMA. THEY ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT 
THEIR FUTURE AND IN A DILEMA AS TO WHAT TO DO. THEY 
BEHAVE IN UNPREDICTABLE AND ARRATIC PATTERNS. MOST 
PORTUGESE ARE PACKING UP AND IN FRONT OF ALMOST 

EVERY APARTMENT OR HOUSE ARE EOUND LARGE PACKING CRATES. 
THESE CRATES ARE ALSO IN EVIDENCE PILED UP IN A LONG LINE 
UP OF TRUCKS PARKED OVER A MILE IN LENGTH WAITING 
BUMPER TO BUMPER TO ENTER THE PORT EOR SHIPMENT. CURIOUSLY, 
THERE SEEMS TO BE NO LOOTING OF THESE CRATES 
ALTHOUGH THERE ARE VERY FEW POLICE IN EVIDENCE. 

THERE HAS BEEN SOME LOOTING IN THE PORT AREA. 

THE PORTUGESE SEEM TO BE PACKING, IN MOST CASES, 

FAVORITE ITEMS AND ABANDONING HEAVY FURNITURE OR TRYING 
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TO SELL IT AT ANY PRICE. COMMERCE IS ALMOST AT A STANDSTILL 
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EXCEPT EOR SALE TO THE EXTENT STILL 

AVAILABLE, OE LUXURY AND SMALL ITEMS WHICH HAVE SOME 
VALUE IN PART BECAUSE OF THE DIFEICULTY IN TAKING 
OUT IN SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF ANGOLAN MONEY. 

3. IN THE MIDDLE AND LOWER-MIDDLE CLASS NEIGHBORHOODS 
THERE ARE STILL SOME LOCAL BARS AND RESTAURANTS IN 
OPERATION. THE PORTUGESE SEEM TO BE OVEREATING IN 
LEAR THAT THERE WILL BE NOTHING AVAILABLE TOMORROW. 
ADDITIONALLY THEY ARE OVERDRINKING AND OVERSMOKING- 
AND NOT JUST TOBACCO - THE AROMA OE MARIJUANA IS IN 
EVIDENCE ON STREET CORNERS PARTICULARLY WHERE YOUTH 
CONGREGATE AT NIGHT. THERE IS SOME MUGGING, BUT 
PROBABLY NO MORE THAN IN WASHINGTON D.C. 

4. THE TENSION LEVEL OE MANY WHITE PORTUGESE MANIEESTS 
ITSELF IN ONE OE THE LEW AVAILABLE MODES OE EXPRESSION - 
RECKLESS DRIVING. WITH ALMOST NO TRAEEIC POLICE IN THE 
ENTIRE CITY EXCEPT AT THREE OR EOUR MAJOR INTERSECTIONS, 

THE TRAEEIC PATTERN IN LUANDA IS UNBELIEVABLE. FOR THE 
PRESENT THE ONLY SIGNIFICANT DANGER TO US SEEMS TO BE 
IN CROSSING STREETS. THIS IS COMPOUNDED BY THE FACT 

THAT A NUMBER OF CARS HAVE BEEN ABANDONED AND ARE BEING 
DRIVEN BY BLACKS WHO CLEARLY HAVE LITTLE CONCEPTION 
OP SAFETY AND DISREGARD TRAEEIC LIGHTS. TAXIS ARE A RARITY. 

5. THE PHYSICAL ASPECT OP LUANDA IS NOT REALLY TOO 
BAD AND SOME PARTS HAVE BEEN CLEANED UP BY MPLA 
VOLUNTEER GROUPS: HOWEVER, THE PORTUGESE RESIDENTS AS 
WELL AS BLACK POPULATION HAVE NEVER BEEN TOO INTERESTED 
IN ANTI-LITTER CAMPAIGNS. THE APPEARANCE OP LUANDA 

IS ALSO MARKED BY THE COMPLETE HALT OP MAJOR 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS AND TALL BUILDINGS STARE OUT 
LIKE GIANT SKELETONS ON SHABBY DEBRIS OP MANY STREETS. 

6. THE PORTUGESE TROOPS WHO REMAIN SEEM TO TRY TO 

OUTDO EACH OTHER IN APFECTING AND UNSOLDIERLY APPEARANCE: 
OPEN SHIRTS, BUSHY BEARDS, UNPRESSED CLOTHING,NO HATS, 
COMPLETE ABANDONMENT OF THE NORMAL RUDIMENTS OP MILITARY 
COURTSY INCLUDING SALUTING AND A GENERAL LOSS OP PRIDE 
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AND BEARING ON THE PART OP ALL BUT A FEW OPPICERS AND 
OLDER NON-COMS. THEY JUST DON'T SEEM TO CARE AND 
AMBLE AIMLESSLY ABOUT IN LITTLE GROUPS WHICH SEEM TO 
TRY TO OUTGROSS EACH OTHER ALMOST LIKE BANDS OF HELL'S ANGELS 
MOTORCYCLE GANGS. EVEN THE PORTUGESE TROOPS NORTH OP 
LUANDA, THE LAST GROUP AT THE EDGE OF NO-MAN'S LAND 
BETWEEN FNLA AND MPLA COMBAT UNITS LOOKED UNINSPIRING 
ON SEPTEMBER 28. WHEN CONGEN OPFS INVITED TO THE AREA. 
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7. MANY HOUSES HAVE BEEN ABANDONED BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE LEET 
AND SQUATTERS HAVE MOVED INTO SOME. LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

ARE ATTEMPTING TO CONTROL THAT. A LARGE NUMBER OE PORTUGESE 

CONTINUE TO COME INTO LUANDA EROM OTHER 

PARTS OP ANGOLA AND OFTEN STAY WITH FRIENDS AND RELATIVES. 

FOR EXAMPLE, TWO DAYS AGO THE PORTUGESE NAVY TANKER "SAO 
SABRIEL" ARRIVED WITH ABOUT 1,000 WHITE REFUGEES FROM 
MOCAMEDES IN SOUTHWESTERN ANGOLA AND ANOTHER SHIP ARRIVED 
ON SEPTEMBER 28, PROBABLY FROM LOBITO WITH ITS DECKS 
CRAMMED TO THE GUNWHALES WITH ITS HUMAN CARGO. THESE ARE ABOUT 
7.000 WHITE REFUGEES IN LUANDA FROM THE SOUTH. 

8. MOST PORTUGESE REALIZE THAT IF THEY LEAVE ANGOLA 
THEY WON'T BE PERMITTED BACK AND WITH EACH PASSING DAY 

AS EQUIPMENT BREAKS DOWN AND THERE IS NO ONE TO REPAIR THERE 
IS A VISABLE DETERIORATION IN THINGS ARE JUST NOT WORKING. MANY 
PORTUGESE ARE COMPLETLY DISINTERESTED IN FACTIONAL 
FIGHTING BETWEEN THE MPLA AND THE FNLA/UNITA. ALL ARE FURIOUS 
WITH GOVERNMENT OF PORTUGAL'S ABANDONMENT OF THEM, AS 
THEY SEE IT, AND SOME CONFIDE THAT THEY HOPE TO ACHIEVE 
REVENGE WHEN THEY ARRIVE IN METROPLITAN PORTUGAL BUT ONLY 
AFTER MOST OF THEIR FELLOW COLONIALS HAVE SAFELY DEPARTED. 

SOME STATE THAT THEY WILL TRY TO FORCE THE DEPARTURE OF 
ALL BLACKS IN METROPLITAN PORTUGAL, INCLUDING 
STUDENTS FROM STATES OTHER THAN ANGOLA. SO MUCH FOR THE 
MYTHOLOGY OF PORTUGESE MULTI-RACIAL HARMONY. 

9. MANY PORTUGESE IN LUANDA ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR 
RELATIVES AND FRIENDS IN THE INTERIOR AND AS INDEPENDENCE 
APPROACHES WITH THE RELENTLESS TICK OF DOOMSDAY CLOCK, 

AND WITH 40 DAYS TO GO, THEIR BEHAVIOR BECOMES MORE 
UNPREDICT A VBLE. ONE GROUP OF PORTUGESE PARTICLARLY 
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DISTURBED ARE THOSE WHO WERE SEPERATED FROM THE ARMED FORCES 

AND WENT INTO BUSINESS OR AGRICUETURE HERE. THEY FEEL THAT 

THEY HAVE BEEN EMASCULATED AND DEPRIVED OF THEIR OPPORTUNITY 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEVEOPMENT AND GROTH OF ANGOLA 

AND MANY OF THEM FEAR THAT IF THEY REMAIN THEY WILL BE 

TARGETS OF RETRIBUTION BY THE NEW ANGOLAN STATE. SOME 

CLAIM THAT SEVERAL OF THEIR FRIENDS HAVE IN FACT BEEN 

MURDERED. MOST WILL LEAVE WITH NOTHING. SOME 

OF THEM, AS WELL AS FORMER SECRET POLICE OFFICIALS, HAVE 

JOINED THE FNLA IN NORTHWESTERN ANGOLA, IN PART IT IS 

ASSERTED, BECAUSE THE FNEA AGREED THAT THEY MAY KEEP 

THEIR FARMS IN THAT AREA. A FEW OF THEM APPEAR TO BE IN 

CONTACT WITH THEIR FORMER FELLOW OFFICERS IN LUANDA, PARTICULARLY 

PARACHUTE REGIMENT OFFICERS OF THE AIR FORCE ONCE 
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CONSIDERED THE MOST CONSERVATIVE UNIT IN THE PORTUGESE 
ARMED FORCES. THEY ARE CONVINCED THAT THE ENLA MUST 
NOT BE COUNTED OUT. NO DOUBT THEY ARE CORRECT. THE ENLA 
CAN BE EXPECTED TO MAKE A LOT OE NOISE BEEORE NOVEMBER 1 1 
TO LET THE WORLD KNOW THEY ARE STILL AROUND AND PLENTY 
THEREAETER. AS REVOULTIONARY EORCES, AS THEY WERE TERMED 
BY THE PORTUGESE BEEORE APRIL 25, 1974, THEY WERE ABLE 
TO HOLD OUT REASONABLY WELL IN NORTHWESTERN ANGOLA'S DENSE 
EORESTS EOR OVER A DECADE. MANY ARE CONVINVED THAT THE 
ENLA WITH TRIBAL SUPPORT CAN HOLD OUT IN THE SAME REGION 
EOR ANOTHER DECADE AND PERHAPS WILL ASSERT A LOCAL 
SOVERIGN INDEPENDENCE SEEKING RECOGNITION EROM CERTAIN 
STATES AND PROTECTION OE ZAIRE. 

10. SOME PORTUGESE YOUNG TO MIDDLE-AGED COLONS WHO 
ARE ENORMOUSLY ERUSTATED, TELL US THAT THEY ARE 
EMBARRASSED THAT THEIR HERITAGE BOTH MILITARILY AND AS AN 
ETHNIC GROUP HAS BEEN BLEMISHED AND THAT WHILE GENTLE, 
PATIENT AND FORGIVING BY NATURE, THEY ARE REACHING THE 
EXPLOSION POINT IN ERUSTRATION AND ANGER AND WHEN THAT 
ELASH POINT IS REACHED, BLOODY RETRIBUTION WILL BE TAKEN. 

KIT ,I .OR AN 
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